
American Indian Students Harness Hollywood in Summer Program 

 
When Angel Geller walked into Fox Studios in Los Angeles this summer as a participant in the 

American Indian Summer Institute, it wasn’t what she was expecting. Beyond the typical 

television news set, there were Fox representatives from various departments ready to give a 

“101” on Hollywood and commence in “speed networking.” 

 

“We had five minutes to talk to each one and it was great because each person was from a 

different place, background and had a very unique job,” said Geller (Omaha), an entering 

freshman at University of Nebraska-Lincoln. “They each gave us advice and gave us their 

contact info, which I am sure will come very much in handy should I ever go into the 

entertainment industry.” 

 

Geller, a new intern at NAPT funded by the 

Emma Bowen Minority Interest in Media 

program, was one of 26 Native American 

college and high school students 

participating in the American Indian 

Summer Institute (AISI), a program 

designed to train Native students in the 

television and entertainment industry. 

Created seven years ago by the Native 

Media Technology Network (NMTN) in 

partnership with Fox Entertainment Group, 

more than 100 Native students have entered 

the weeklong workshop and after finishing 

college have been employed in careers in   Participants in the 2008 AISI 

production, filmmaking and other related 

areas in the industry.  

 

“I learned what it’s like to be on an actual filming crew—most filming crews that I put together 

consist of three or four people and that includes the talent,” said James La Pointe (Oglala), a 

student at Oglala Lakota College. “I also learned what it’s really like (in Hollywood) and that it 

takes a while to make it anywhere in the entertainment business. And it’s who you know that 

helps you get by.” 

 

Syd Beane (Flandreau Santee Sioux), NMTN founder and NAPT board member, said when he 

and other were creating AISI, they wanted to make it a sustaining program that also created 

community. 

 

AISI is a “life changing experience for a national movement of young American Indians drawn 

to the world of media,” he said. We “are continuing to provide an opportunity for the best and 

brightest of native youth to build their production skills within the heart of the film and television 

industry.” 

 

In the past several years, NAPT has funded some students’ travel to the workshop. While the 

program in the past primarily has been focused on the entertainment industry, NAPT Executive 

Director Shirley K. Sneve said any of the skills learned in the workshop are applicable to public 

television. 



 

 

 

 

“During the past four years that I’ve been at NAPT, it’s been gratifying to see these students 

grow in their broadcasting careers,” Sneve said. “Our partnership with Fox and NMTN has been 

very positive.” 

 

Each summer, workshop participants do a group project and this 

year the students created a public service announcement about the 

impending transition from analog to digital television next year. 

The federal government is requiring broadcasters to make the 

switch to clear the way for 911 and other public safety 

communications in the now cluttered airways. Those who have 

antennas on their TV sets will need to buy a converter box to 

watch TV after February 2009. Cable and satellite customers 

should not be affected. 

 

“It was an experience that I will never forget,” Geller said. “I 

loved this trip. I met people that I have a feeling will be in my life 

for a long time. I did some great networking and learned A 

                Angel Geller                 LOT.” 

 

To view the students’ work, go to www.nativemedia.blip.tv. For more information on the 

American Indian Summer Institute, go to: www.nacdi.org/nmtn.html 
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